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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Please find Mow a listing of all of the pending claims. The statuses of the claims are set 
forth in parentheses. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Original) A network comprising a plurality of subnetworks which can each be connected via 
bridge tenninals and each inchide a controller for controlling a subnetwork, which controller is 
provided for shifting the frame structure of its subnetwork to at least a ftame structure of another 
subnetworic 

2. (Original) A network as claimed in claim 1, chaFacterized in diat a controller is provided tot 
lengrtiraiing fiames or for inserting an unused phase between successive fiames up to a 
prescribed frame diffoence relative to the frame structure of the other sulHietwoifc. 

3- (Original) A network as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that a controller is provided for 
shortening frames up to a prescribed frame difference relative to the frame structure of ihe other 
subnetwork. 

4. (Original) A network as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that a controller of a first 
subnetwork is provided for shortening frames, and at least a controller of another subnetworic is 
provided for Iraigthening frames or for inserting an unused phase between successive frames \tp 
to a prescribed frame difference of the frame struchires of the two subnetworks. 

5. (Original) A network as claimed in clann 1, characterized in that a controUcr of a subnetwork 
is provided for communicating with at least another controller of another subnetwork regaidmg 
the type of shift. 
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6. (Original) A networic as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that a bridge terminal is 
provided for instructing the controllers of the subnrtworks connecting them as to which 
controller is to carry out a shift and in which direction. 

7. (Currently Amended) A controller in a first subnetwork which can be connected to odwr 
subnetworks of a networic via bridge terminals, the controller being provided [(-)] for controlling 
[[a]] the first subnetwork and ([-]] for displacing the Same structure of it's n e twmk the fii^ t 
subnetwork relative to at least one frame structore of another subnetwork. 

8. (New) A network as claimed in claim 7, wiiei^in 

tiie first subnetwork is a centralized subnetworic comprising a plurali^ of first tominals, 
each first terminal having an associated first controller, wherein the controller for controlling the 
first subnetwork forms associated first medium access control (MAC> fiames according to a first 
MAC fiame structure for transmission in the first subnetwork, and wherdn one of the first 
terminals is a first bridge terminal for comnmnicatiCHi of the first MAC frames to said another 
subnetwork; and 

said another subnetwork is a second centralized subnetwork comprising a plurality of 
second terminals, each second terminal having an associated second controller, wherein one of 
the second controllers is a central second controUer responsible for fomiing associated second 
MAC fiames according to a second MAC frame structure for transmission in the second 
subnetwork, and wherein one of the second terminals is a second bridge terminal for 
communication of the second MAC frames to said first subnetworic, 

wherein the controUer for controlling die first subnetworic displaces die first MAC frame 
structure to the second MAC frame structure. 
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9. (New) The network as claimed in claim 8, wherein the first controller displaces the first 
MAC fiame structure to the second MAC frame structure by shifting the first MAC fiame 
structure to minimize a waiting time between the first MAC frame structure and the second 
MAC trme structure. 

10. (New) A networic, comprising: 

a first centralized subnetworic comprising a plurality of first terminals, each first terminal 
having an associated first controller, whercm one of Ae first controllers is a first central 
controller responsible for forming associated first medium access control (MAC) ftames 
according to a first MAC fiame structure for transmission in the first subnetwork, and wherein 
one of the first terminals is a first bridge terminal for conmiunication of the first MAC frames to 
ano&er subnetwork; and 

a second centralized subnetwoifc comprising a plurality of second terminals, each second 
tOTninal having an associated second controller, wherein one of the second controllcis is a 
second central controller responsible for forming associated second MAC fi^mes according to a 
second MAC fiame structure for transmission in the second subnetwork^ and wherein one of Ae 
second terminals is a second bridge terminal for communication of the second MAC fiames to 
another subnetwork, 

wherein the central first controUer shifts the first MAC fi^e structure to the second 
MAC frame stmcture. 

11. (New) A network as claimed in claim 10. wherein the central firet controller shifts the first 
MAC fi:ame stnicftue by inserting an unused phase between two respective MAC fiames of the 
first MAC frame structure, the nnused phase corresponding to a switchover time of the first 
bridge terminaL 
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12. (New) A network as claimed in claim 10, wh«ein the central first controller shifts the first 
MAC frame structure by lengthening the first MAC frames, said iMgthening corresponding to a 
switchover time of the first bridge terminal. 

13. (New) A network as claimed in claim 10, wherein each of tiie first MAC fiames has a 
duratioD Tn and the central first controller shifts the firet MAC frame structure by lengthening 
the duration of the first MAC frames to Te, with Te > Tn, in order to synchronize the first and 
second subnetworks. 

14- (New> A network as claimed in claim 13, wherein the central first controller returns tbe 
duration of the first MAC frames to Tn after the synchronization. 

15. (New) The network as claimed in claim 10, wherein the first bridge terminal is the second 
brid^ terminal. 

16. (New> The network as claimed in claim 10, wherein the central first controUer is a first 
bridge controller of the first bridge terminal. 

17. (New) The network as claimed in claim 10, further con9>rising: 

a third centralized subnetwork conaprising a plurality of ftird terminals, each third 
terminal having an associated ftird controller, wherein one of the third controllers is a centra] 
third controller responsible for forming associated third MAC fiames according to a third MAC 
frame structure for transmission in the third subnetwork, and wherein one of the third terminals 
is a third brieve terminal for communication of the third MAC frames to another subnetwork, 

wherein tire central third controller shifts the third MAC frame structure to the first MAC 
fiame structure. 
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18. (New) The netwoifc as claimed in claim 10, wherein the first bridge terminal is Ac Aird 
bridge terminal. 

19. (New) The netwoilc as claimed in claim 10, wherein the first bridge terminal is the second 
bridge terminal. 
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